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With the third he quotes again, saying ; "And
out of it will We bring you a second time,"
While the grave is being filled in and formed
into the long narrow mound that is familiar to
Christian and Muhammadan alike, the mourners
repeat a prayer for protection against Shytan, the
devil, whom they believe is waiting to welcome
lost souls to Hell Water is sprinkled over the
mound, and a branch of the pomegranate bush
stuck into the freshly turned earth*
Before the mourners leave the grave they exhort
the dead man in a set exhortation to remember his
faith and the coming of the day of judgment: for
his examination is very near. Even as they speak
they seem to hear the faint rustle of the dark
wings of Munkir and Nakir as they hover over the
grave eager for the inquisition.
The mourners retire a short distance, and once
more repeat prayers to God to have mercy on the
dead. By this time the angels, they believe, have
entered the grave, and the dreadful inquisition has
begun upon which hangs his future happiness or
misery*
At the conclusion of the service, and before the
dispersion of the congregation, the salaam is said:
" The Peace and Mercy of God be with you*"